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We are lucky, those of us who live in 
Northern Maine, and especially Portage 
Lake. We are surrounded by many 
different types of trees! Most of the time 
we don’t think about it—plant a tree 
here, cut down a tree there, prune a tree 
to get a better view of the lake. But this 
natural resource has been the driving 
force for the economy in our neck of the 
woods (no pun intended!) since men first 
discovered the value of the timber here. 
It was the main reason for exploration 
into our part of the country, and the 
main reason our first settlers came here. 
Lumber was “fought” over during the 
Bloodless Aroostook War in 1839.To this 
day the trees and the forest they make 
up remain a big part of who we are as a 
community. 

In October 1913, Portage Lake’s first mill 
opened. The Portage Lumber Company 
(also called the Blanchard Mill) was a 
massive undertaking, covering the area 
on West Road now occupied by the 
Portage Lake Centennial Pavilion, the 
Portage Lake Seaplane Base, and 
adjoining properties owned by Tony & 
Gail Gagnon and Raymond & Fern 
Chasse. This mill also had housing for its 

employees, known as The Flats, where 
the Pavilion is now, and houses along 
West road until what is now the Public 
Beach. Much of The Flats and some of 
the mill buildings burned down in 1930. 
In November of 1930, what remained of 
the mill was sold for $38,500. This sale 
included the two-story lumber mill, the 
shingle mill, four storage buildings, 
cement powerhouse, stable, blacksmith 
shop, a boarding house with 30 rooms, 
and the company store/office building. It 
also included mill equipment, 2 boilers, 
logging equipment and about 37 acres of 
land. 

In 1931, John J. Cormier opened a mill 
located on what is now Hayward Street. 
This mill was able to employ many 
people during the Great Depression of 
the 1930s and most of the 1940s. It 
closed its doors in 1948 and was later 
dismantled. To this day, the lumber and 
logging industries help sustain our town. 
We currently have three mills: The Cedar 
Store, Portage Wood Products and  
hardwood lumber mill Maine Woods 
Company, LLC. Trees are the life-force 
of our economy and our environment. 
Let’s not take them for granted! 

 

Portage Hills Country Club 
Learn the history of the PHCC  

 

 

From the Pages of “History” 

Read excerpts from the “Portage Lake: History & 
Hearsay” book that was compiled and printed for 
the Town’s Centennial year in 2009 

 

Cash Crop 
by Corrine Routhier 
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 A wonderful gem in the town of Portage 
Lake is the Portage Hills Country Club. For 
those who have never been there, it is worth 
the drive up Country Club Avenue on top of 
the hill heading north. The view of the north 
end of Portage Lake and the surrounding 
hills is breathtaking. And it all exists because 

a group of people in the 1960s had a vision.  

On August 3, 1966, the Portage Lake 
Development Corporation was organized at 
the Portage Lake Town Hall on what is now 
Cottage Road. According to the Certificate of 
Organization of the Corporation, the primary 
purpose was to “promote increased 
employment and living standards and futher 
the economic development of the Portage 
Lake area...and to promote civic 
improvements therein, and to foster and 
preserve the free enterprise system.This 
corporation shall not be conducted for profit, 
nor shall any member, officer or director 
receive any salary, wage, commission or 
dividend there-from…” The first officers of 
the Portage Lake Development Corp. were 
President Kenneth Bartlett, Vice President 
Gilbert Cyr, Clerk Lawrence Converse Jr., and 
Treasurer Rayno Cote. Directors included 
Dana McNally, Frank Morris, Herbert 
Stevens, Nathaniel W. Coffin, William 
Condon, Newcomb Sutherland, Eugene 
Morris, Barry Soucy, Paul Levesque, Rick 

Belanger, and 
Terrence 
Coffin. This 
Corporation 
came to the 
Town to ask if 
it could lease 
the land on 
the north end 
of town that 
used to be 
Herbie 
Garrity’s hay 
field, which 
the Town 

agreed to do. 

It seems the 
focus for the 
Development 
Corp. shifted 
to providing a major recreation facility for 
townspeople and others around the area, 
because on August 8, 1970 the Development 
Corporation’s officers and members voted to 
change its name to the Portage Hills Country 
Club and proceeded to create a 9-hole golf 
course and added a clubhouse, and later a 
shed for golf carts.  
 

Over the years, the Portage Hills Country 
Club, locally known as The Golf Course, has 
had its ups and downs financially. At one 
point the PHCC had mortgaged its lease to 
the Farmer’s Home Administration and 
couldn’t pay back the loan. It was privately 
held for a short period after that, but after 
learning the owner at the time wanted to 
build a motocross race track there, the PHCC 

board and the membership of the Portage 
Lakers Snowmobile Club came together to 
make a case to the owner to sell it back to 
the PHCC. On April 30, 1984, the PHCC once 
again became the owner of the leased land, 
and since then has provided a great place for 
people to relax and enjoy themselves at the 
end of Country Club Avenue. 
(above photo of two unidentified men was found in 
the PHCC files at the Portage Lake Town Office) 
 

WANT TO LEARN MORE? 

Join the PHCC on Facebook, visit 
their website at portagehills.org. Get 
more information at the Portage 
Lake Town Office, or  at 
www.townofportage.org 

 

 

 

Each year the Portage Lake Historical 
Society participates in some way for the 
Town-wide festival called the Portage 
Lake Summer Round-up. This Round-up 
is a way for us to end a great summer 
and for everyone to celebrate our little 
Town in a big way! This year, the 
Summer Round-up will be held the 
weekend of August 12, 13 and 14, with 
the Historical Society kicking it off on 
the evening of the 12

th
 with a Just 

Desserts dessert social and the 
Luminary Memorial Ceremony, both  

held at the Pavilion. Just Desserts means 
just that: a free dessert-only pot-luck for 
the community. We encourage everyone 
to bring a dessert to share.The Luminary 
Memorial Ceremony is a fund-raiser for 
our Society, and a way to remember 
friends and loved-ones who have passed 
away. The bags are sold for $3 each, or 4 
for $10. This solemn ceremony tolls a 
bell after each name remembered has 
been read, followed by a moving 
rendition of “Amazing Grace” sung by all 
those attending after the last bell is 
tolled.  

Summer Round-up Events 
by Corrine Routhier 

New this year is a community 
dessert social of sorts—Just 
Desserts pot luck! We hope this 
will be a fun and stress-free event 
for the community and something 
to add to our repertoire. 

Portage Hills 
Country Club 
by Corrine Routhier 
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FUN FACTS ABOUT PORTAGE LAKE 

 

Civil War Honorable Mention 
During the Civil War from 1860 to 1865, Portage 
Lake Plantation has the distinction of having 20 
men enlist to serve, with “only one able bodied 
man left in it” 

 

Our Lady of the Lake Church 
Our Lady of the Lake Catholic church, which is 
currently on the north side of the corner of Main 
Street and Cottage Road, was originally built at 
the mouth of Stockford Road around 1908. First 
as a mission church in the parish in Eagle Lake, it 
became part of St. Mark’s Parish in Ashland until 
the Catholic Church consolidations in 2009. It is 
now a part of Parish of the Precious Blood based 
out of Caribou, Maine.  

 

New Home for Town Hall 
In 1985 the Portage Central School closed its 
doors, and it was voted on at Town Meeting to 
move the Town Office, Public Works and Fire 
Departments to the now-vacant school building. 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

www.townofportage.org or visit 
the Portage Lake, Maine Historical 
Society page on Facebook 

 

 

 

Some roads or streets are named after 
famous or distinguished individuals. 
Sometimes they are named for people 
directly associated with the street or to 
commemorate a person who lived or 
worked in that area. Naming a road or 
street for a person is very common in 
many towns, cities and countries. 
Stockford Road in Portage Lake is 
named after Randolph “Rand” 
Stockford.  
 

Rand Stockford was a trapper, guide, 
forester, lumberjack, sawyer and 
woodcarver. He was the son of Joseph 
N. Stockford and Rosaline Howard. Rand 
was born on September 17, 1877 in 
Hodgdon, Maine. He died on October 
23, 1952 in Portage Lake. 
 

In 1901 Randolph married Inez Estella 
Rogers, who was born and raised in Fort 
Fairfield. She died in 1942. They are both 
buried in the Portage Lake Municipal 
Cemetery, but neither have markers. In 
the 1910 and 1920 censuses, Rand and 
Inez were living and working in 
Hodgdon. He worked as a house 
carpenter, in a saw mill and also farmed.  
In 1930, Rand and his wife were living in 
Portage Lake. He owned his own home, 
reported to have a radio set, and worked 
as a guide and in the forestry industry. In 
the 1940 Census he was retired and 
living in Portage Lake.  

Rand registered for service during World 
War I on September 12, 1918, just days 
shy of his 41

st
 birthday. At the time he 

was working as a laborer for Ira Royal in 
Houlton. A photo of his Registration 
Card can be seen below. He came from a 
long line of individuals who helped 
shape the United States, Canada and 
our own Aroostook County, Maine. His 
father, Joseph Nehemiah Stockford, was 
the son of Abraham Stockford and 
Rhonda A. Day. Joe was born in Canada, 
and later moved, lived and died in 
Hodgdon, Maine. Joe served as a Private 
during the Civil War in the 6

th
 Maine 

Light Artillery Battalion. He was run over 
by a cannon during the Battle of Bull Run 
but survived. He was discharged at Ft. 
McHenry on June 17, 1865. In the 1880 

Census, his family was living and farming 
in Hodgdon.  

Genealogy Corner: 
Rand Stockford 

by Gail Gagnon 

Randolph Stockford lived in 
Portage Lake during the 
1930s, 1940s, and 1950s. He 
was a guide and also worked 
in the logging & lumber 
industries. Stockford Road is 
named after him. 

http://www.townofportage.org/
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When America declared independence, 
most of Great Britain’s subjects revolted 
against Great Britain. However, over 
100,000 settlers remained loyal to the 
Crown—hence the name “loyalists”. No 
longer welcome, they left the 13 
Colonies that had become the United 
States and either returned to England or 
settled in other British Colonies, 
including Quebec, Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick in Canada. Rand’s 2

nd
 great-

grandfather Thomas Stockford was one 
of those Loyalists, serving with the 2

nd
 

Delancey’s Brigade. He settled in New 
Brunswick. He moved to Canada along 
with his children, one being Rand’s 
great-grandfather Abraham.  Abraham 
was granted 400 acres of land in 1814 at  

Starkey, Washademoak, NB Canada. 
There he built a house & barn and 
expanded to 700 acres. He was the first 
settler of Rockland, NB.  

Rand Stockford’s mother, Rosaline 
Augusta Howard was born in January of 
1841 in Hodgdon and died there on 
October 25, 1911. She was the daughter 
of William Toothaker Howard Sr. and 
Mary Ann Williams, who also came from 
a long line of Loyalists. Rand’s 2

nd
 great-

grandfather on this side, Reuben 
Williams, was born in New York and 
later moved to Canada during the 
Revolutionary War. He fought with the 
Loyalists with Major Berrymore’s 
regiment of voluntary Cavalry.  

Just a fun fact: Rand’s grandfather and 
grandmother, Abraham and Nancy 
Stockford, are also the 3

rd
 great-

grandparents of Portage Lake’s Bonnie 
(Batchelder) Condon, wife of Brian 
Condon. It is kind of cool to know that 
the Stockford line still lives on in our own 
hometown!  

 
Sources:  
~“The Story of Houlton” by Cora M 
Putnam (1958 House of Falmouth Inc., 
Portland, Maine) 
~ Census documents  
~Birth & death records 
~Town reports 
 

From the Pages 
of History 
Excerpt from “Portage Lake History & 
Hearsay: Early Years to 2009” 

“The Stevens Store, by Newcomb Stevens 
IV (pictured below with wife Myrtle in 
2012): Will Ross was the original owner 
of the Stevens’ brothers’ store. A store 
ledger, dated 1878, listed Newcomb W. 
Stevens as the proprietor. Will Ross had 
many other interests, so he sold the 
store to [brothers-in-law] Ray and 
Harold Stevens around 1914. Harold did 
not like the store, so Ray bought him 
out. At that time it took two or three 
people to run the business. Ray moved 
his family upstairs over the store in 1918.  

Everything came by freight and had to 
be hauled from the train station. The 
mail had to come by train, too. Sugar 

came in 100-pound bags and had to be 
[put] up at the store. Molasses and 
vinegar came in barrels; cookies came in 
boxes. The storekeeper put all these up 
by pounds. Until the last few years, the 
store and home were heated with wood. 
All the wood had to be split and put in 
the cellar. IN the store, Ray sold 
everything anyone would need: clothes, 
shoes, building supplies, medicines, 
household needs, and food. Local 
farmers supplied milk and vegetables in 
season. Portage Lake was a thriving 
community, with three sawmills and a 
few farmers who sold oats and hay to 
the woods workers. When you bought 

something in the store and charged it, 
the information was written on a slip. 
Many people came in at the end of the 
month and paid their bills, but many 
didn’t.” 

If you would like to read more, locate a 
“Portage Lake: History & Hearsay” book. 
Newcomb’s story can be found on page 263. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Purchase “Portage Lake: History & 
Hearsay” books at Coffin’s Genl. 
Store, the Portage Lake Town Office, 
or online at www.townofportage.org 

http://www.townofportage.org/
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We all love our little town of Portage 
Lake, but sometimes it’s nice to get out 
of Dodge, so to speak, and explore what 
the great county of Aroostook has to 
offer—in the way of historic events and 
sites, that is. We ARE the Historical 
Society after all!  

It was with this in mind that the Society 
officers and board members decided at 
the May meeting to expand our horizons 
and take a road trip. We’d like this to be 
an on-going thing with us, but for this 
first road trip we decided on visiting the 
Acadian Village in Van Buren.  

The Acadian Village is an incredible 
place focused on preserving the rich 
history of the St. John Valley and of 
Aroostook County. Our particular 
road trip is planned for June 23 (a 
Sunday), leaving at 11:30 sharp 
from the Portage Lake Town Hall 
building. The Ashland Recreation 
Department bus and driver Lendell 
Tarr will be available to drive our 
group up through The Valley to our 
destination in time for an historic 
fashion show and a tour of the 
Village.  

This road trip is free as far as the 
Historical Society goes (but 
donations are always accepted!), 
but there is a cost to get in to the 
Acadian Village. Adults need to bring $6, 
and the cost is $3 for kids under the age 
of 12.  

The Road Trip is a way to show support 
to other historic societies in our state 
and maybe introduce a new way of 
looking at history. It is something to be 
shared and treasured by all generations. 

If you would like to join us on this 
journey through the St. John Valley (and 
the journey through time!), contact 
Corrine Routhier at the Portage Lake 
Town Office before Friday June 24, 
2016.  

 

  

Summer 
Display: Focus 
on the Forest 
The newest summer display in the 
Voting Room at the Portage Lake Town 
Hall depicts a rich historic relationship 
between man and the forest. Complete 
with a mock lumber camp built from 
cedar (thanks to the Maine Cedar 
Store!), along with many artifacts from 
the lumber industry in the North Maine 
Woods and in our own Town, this display 
has something for everyone.   

Actual artifacts from the old mills in 
Town, many photographs and other 
odds and ends will make even those too 

young to remember or those old enough 
to want to forget (wink!) appreciate the 
hard work, sacrifice and dedication is 
took to make a living in this small town 
at the edge of the forest. There is even a 
boom anchor and chain which were 
found in the lake on display!  

A lot of hard work, time, and a little bit 
of stress goes into creating the summer 
displays for the public to enjoy. So come 
and enjoy! The mini-museum room will 
be open during normal business hours of 
the Town Office, Monday through Friday 
from 8 to 4:30 pm. It will also be open 
the entire weekend of the Portage Lake 
Summer Round-up, August 12 to 14.  

 

 

OUR ORGANIZATION 
 

 
PLHS Officers for2015-2016: 
  Corrine Routhier, President 
  Sarah Brooks, Vice President 
  Barbara Pitcairn, Treasurer 
  Secretary is currently vacant 

 
Board of Directors: 
  Jim Dumond 
  Marcelle Gagnon 

  Betty Benson-term ends 2016 

We currently have about 35 
members, including the officers 
and board members. We’d love 
for that number to grow!! 

2016 MEETING SCHEDULE: 
March 28 
April 25 
May 23 
June 27 
July 25 
August 22 
September 26 

 

 

Annual Dinner 
Saturday June 18, 2016 @ 5 pm 
Baked Ham & Baked Beans (with a little bit of 
bean-hole beans to serve as well!), along with 
potato salad, coleslaw and homemade rolls! This 
community event is an annual fund raiser for the 
Society.  

 

OTHER EVENTS 

Road Trip! 
by Corrine Routhier 
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The Portage Lake Historical 
Society meets on the 4th Monday 
of each month from March to 
October. Meetings are held in the 
Voting Room (we like to call it the 
History Room) at the Portage 
Lake Town Hall at 6:30 in the 
evening, unless otherwise stated. 
All of our regular meetings are 
open to the public, but 
occasionally we hold meetings 
specifically intended for Board 
members and officers. We do 
encourage anyone to join! And 
the membership fee is fairly 
cheap: only $10 per person, per 
year. With your membership, you will 

receive personal invitations to our events and 
the all quarterly installments of these 
newsletters. 
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2016 Membership Form 

Name(s) (please 
print)_____________________________________________________________ 

Mailing 
Address:__________________________________________________________ 

Phone 
Number:___________________________________________________________ 

Email 
Address:____________________________________________________________ 

Amount remitted: $________________ ($10 per person) 

 

Please remit this along with a check or money order to Portage Lake 
Historical Society, PO Box 65, Portage Lake, ME 04768. Make the 
check payable to Portage Lake Historical Society.  
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